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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH{S) FROM 


THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 



Status 

I )M Responsive to communication{s) filed on 27 October 2003 . 
2a)0 Tills action Is FINAL. 2b)IEl Tills action Is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is In condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits Is 

closed In accordance with the practice under Ex paffe Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) M Clalm(s) 1. 2 and 4-21 Is/are pending In the application. 

4a) Of the above clalm{s) Is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) H Glalmfs) 1.2.4-10 and 21 Is/are allowed. 

6) S Clalm(sl 11-14 and 16-18 Is/are relected. 

7) ^ Clalm(s) 15. 19 and 20 Is/are objected to. 

8) D Clalm(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification Is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawlng(s) filed on is/are: a)^ accepted or bjD objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawlng(s) be held In abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction Is required if the drawlng(s) Is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). 

I I )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

12) n Acknowledgment Is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received In this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

1 3) 0 Acknowledgment Is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application) 

since a specific reference was Included In the first sentence of the specification or In an Application Data Sheet. 
37 CFR 1.78. 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

14) n Acknowledgment Is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific 

reference was Included In the first sentence of the specification or In an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Ekction/R^striclions 

1. Applicant's election witk traverse of Group I Me 10/27/2003 is acknowledged. Tke 
traversal is on tke groun(l(s) tkat Group II is no longer distinct from Group I kecause Group II 
kas teen amended to depend from claim 1 & tkat Groups I & III are not distinct. Tkis kas keen 
found persuasive and tke previous restriction requirement kas keen witkdrawn. 

CJaim Rejections - 3S USC S 112 

1. Tke following is a quotation of tke second paragrapk of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

2. Claim 18 recites tke limitation "tke permanent memory" in line 2. Tkere is msuffioient 
antecedent kasis for tkis limitation in tke claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. Tke following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) wkick forms tke kasis for all 
okviousness rejections set fortk in tkis Office action: 

(a) A patent may not le okainej ikougk tke invention is not identically JiscloseJ or lescriketl as set forik in 
kaitorJina^lji in tke art to wliick saii sukject matter pertains. Patentakikty skalTnot ke negativei ky tke 

4. Tke factual inquiries set fortk in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), tkat are appked for estaklisking a kackground for determining okviousness 
under 35 U.S.C, 103(a) are summarized as follows: 
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1 . Determining tke scope and contents of tke prior art. 

2. Afscertaining tke differences ketween tke prior art and tke claims at issue. 

3. Resolving tke level of ordinary skill in tke pertinent art. 

4. Considering okjective evidence present in tke appkcation indicating okviousness or 

6. Claims 11, 12, 13, 14, 16, 17 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as keing 
unpatentakle over USP 5,109,691 to Corrigan et al. (kerein referred to as "Corrigan"). 

Corrigan discloses a screening system for tke detection of explosives or otker controlled 
sukstances tkat comprises an ion mokility spectrometer 236 (col. 18, lines 21-22) and a 
computer 302. Tke analysis of tke target material consists of identifying tke materials and 
determining tke amounts present (col. 18, knes 10-12). Tke result is presented to tke user in 

environment of tke system and tkerefore, tke system must ke capakle of distinguisking ketween 
kackground levels and alarm levels (col. 18, line 65-col. 19, line 3). Impliedly, tke computer 
measures tke amount of tke target materials and relates tkem to some indicator of acceptakle 
levels (diagnostic response (i.e., safe or alarm)) . Tke entire system is under tke control of a 

analysis and display of results (col. 20, lines 20-25). It is tke Examiner's position tkat tke 
computer disclosed in Corrigan meets tke requirements of tke first and second elakorator means, 
kuffer memory means and means. 

Corrigan differs from tke instantly claimed invention in tkat it does not disclose tkat tke 
apparatus is for tke determination of tke amounts of kiogenic amines in a sample. However, 
Corrigan clearly states tkat tke system provides a kigk degree of versatility in tkat ky ckanging tke 
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programming of tke computer, a wide range of materials wkick kave differing pkysioal and 
ckemical properties can ke detected (cok 5, knes 20-24). Tkus, it would kave keen okvious to 
one of ordinary skill in tke art to modify tke invention of Corrigan to detect suck ckemical 
compounds as kiogenic amines since it kas keen taugkt tkat ion mokility spectrometer/computer 
system is oapakle of doing so in a fast, rekakle and non-invasive manner (col. 5, lines 33-35). 
Alloivahia Suljecl Matter 

6. Claims 1,2, 4-10 & 21 are allowed. 

7. Claims 15 & 19-20 okjected to as keing dependent upon a rejected kase claim, kut would 
ke allowakle if rewritten in independent form including all of tke limitations of tke kase claim and 
any intervening claims. 

8. Tke following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: tke prior art does not 

ion mokility measurement & deriving from tke ion mokility measurement a response suck as 
required in tke instant claims. 

9. Tke following is a statement of reasons for tke indication of allowakle sukject matter: tke 
prior art does not teack or suggest an apparatus suck as tkat instantly claimed wkere tke first and 
second elakorator means is a LUT (takle); tke prior art does not teack or suggest an apparatus 

Any comments considered necessary ky appkcant must ke sukmitted no later tkan tke 
payment of tke issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, skould preferakly accompany tke issue 
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fee. Suck sutmissions skouU Le clearly lateled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning tkis communication or earlier communications from tke 
examiner skouU ke directed to Monique T. Cole wkose telepkone numker is 671-272-1255. 
Tke examiner can normally ke reacked on Monday-Tkursday from 6:30 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. 

If attempts to reack tke examiner ky telepkone are unsuccessful, tke examiner's 
supervisor, Jill Warden can Le reacked on 571-272-1267. Tke fax pkone numker for tke 
organization wkere tkis application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

skould ke directed to tke receptionist wkose telepkone numker is 703-306-0661. 

Monique T. Cole 
Art Unit 1743 

MC Ml- 



